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to the western mind, this extraordinary form of revenge was not
uncommon. It is considered one of the most dreadful things that
can happen to a Chinese for someone to commit suicide on his
premises. In public life it was not unknown for a minister of state
to protest against an injustice of The Son of Heaven by presenting
a memorial on the subject and, then, taking his own life.
Before Sun Yat-sen's nintli failure, when members of The Leagpe
of Sworn Brothers were suffering from acute depression, a section
of the society organised a terrorist group. As a protest against the
government they planned to assassinate the viceroy of Canton.
Wang Ching-wei, who was on the editorial board of The People's
Journal and suffered defeat with Sun in the Indo-China rising, joined
tins terrorist group* Civilised people rightly condemn assassination
as a political weapon and it is interesting to find that even in their
period of greatest depression the committee of The League of Sworn
Brothers strongly disapproved of the plans of Wang's group. Never-
theless, he and a few friends, including the daughter of a wealthy
merchant in Penang, disregarded the committee's censure and pre-
pared to sacrifice themselves in some spectacular act that might
arouse public opinion to a deeper sense of what they considered to
be the wrongs inflicted on China by the Manchus. There was, too,
the expectation that some of the many officials who were half-
hearted in their support of the Manchus would have their incipient
disloyalty aggravated by terrorist acts.
Assassination cannot be justified merely by calling it self-immo^
lation, but there was a difference between what Wang and his
comrades attempted and the kind of assassination that enlivens the
pages of European history. The feeble-minded young fanatics
described by Rebecca West, in Black Lamb and Grey Falcon, who
tried to assassinate the Archduke Franz Ferdinand at Sarajevo
in 1914 were very different men from the educated Wang Ching-wri,
who not only did not want to escape after the deed but intended his
own life should be added deliberately to that of Ms victim. Thexfc
was, undoubtedly, a lack of balance about Wang and, although he
remained very closely associated with Sun Yat-sen right up to the
time of the leader's death, he sometimes took an independent line
of thought wfiich, was eccentric.
Yeais fatter Sun Yat-sen listed the names of those of his supporter
who attempted terrorist acts and undoubtedly regarded them as
heroes wbo offered their lives for a great cause, but there seems
scant evidence that he encouraged anyone to commit assassination.